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TC : - The  Chairman  and  Members  of 

Brierf ield  Uroan  District  Council. 

G-entlemen , 

In  accordajice  with  the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular 
No.  17/55?  iJ'-terim  Report  on  tne  linos  of  the  previous 
Reports  is  presentecL  for  this  year.  It  includes  only 
essential  or  unt^ent  matters,  vdiicli  have  affected  Public  HCcalth 
during  the  year.  All  records  and  statistics  are  being 
preserved  so  that  the  annual  records  may,  so  far  as 
practicable,  be  continuous  and  complete. 

I have  pleasure,  therefore,  in  submitting  for  your 
consideration  the  following  interim  report  on  the  Health, 
Sanitary  Conditions  and.  Public  Health  Administration  in  the 
Urban  District  of  Brierf ield  for  the  year  ended  31?^ 

Decem.ber,  195^. 


I am,  Gentlemen, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


STATISTICS  AID  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 


Tlie  number  of  inhabited  iiouF.es  at  the  end  of  1956 
according  to  the  Rate  Booh  was  2,562,  the  rateable  value  being 
£67,437  and  the  sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  is  £281.  0.  0. 

The  social  conditions  were  generally  quite  good.  The 
chief  industry  is  cotton  v/eaving,  with  a small  amount  of 
spinning  and  dyeing. 

VITAL STATISTICS . 

POPULATION.  The  population  as  estimated  by  the  Regirtrar 
G-eneral  for  mid  1956  is  6,830. 

B IRTHS . 79  Live  Births  belon^virie,  to  the  district  occurred 

during  1956,  as  follov/s 

LI  ales  Females  Total 


L Ive  13  irths  ( Legit imate ) 
( Illegitimate ) 


Still  Birth$I ^legitimate ) 
( illegitimate ) 


bl 

2 


25 

1 


76 

-I 


26 


1 


79 

1 


Cornparat ive  particulars  with  regards  to  live  births 
over  the  last  five  years  are  given  in  the  following 
tables 

1956  1955  1954  1953  1952 

Total  Live  Births  79  99  87  99  90 

Crude  Birth  rate  per 

loco  estimated  popln.  12.8  14»5  12.6  I4.4  12.9 

Adjusted  Rate.  13*0  16.0 


INFANTILE 

MORTALITY. 


NE0-NAT.\L 

MORTALITY. 


(a)  All  infants  per  1000  live  Births 

(b)  Legitimate  infants  per  lOOO 

legitimate  live  births 

(a)  Deaths  or  inf^^'nts  under  4 woehs  of  age 

(b)  L'lortality  Rato  per  lOOO  live  births 

Comparative  particulars  with  regards  to  infant 
mortality  over  the  last  five  years  are  given  in 
the  following  tables. 
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MATERNAL 

MORTALITY. 

(a)  Deaths  from  Childbirth, 
pj-'ognancy  and  abortion. 

Nil 

(b)  Mortality  Rate  per  1000  total 
live  (did  still  birtns 

Nil 

DEATHS. 

112  Deaths  belonging  to  the  district 
occurred  during  1956  as  follows 

Deaths  within  the  Males  Fc 

Urban  District  35 

^males 

43 

Total 

78 

Deaths  outside  the 

Urban  District  (in  Hospitals 
Insuitutions  etc.)  25 

9 

34 

60 

52 

112 

Comparative  particulars  v/ith  regard  to  deaths 
the  last,  five  years  are  given  in  the  following 

over 
; tables 

1956.  1955.  1954. 

mi- 

19^22 

Total  Deaths  112  112  10 1 

89 

90 

Crude  Death  rate 
per  1000  estmd. 

population.  16. 4 16. 4 I4.6 

13.4 

13.1 

Adjusted  Rate  Ip* 7 14*6 

The  following  talolo  gives  the  ages  at  which  deaths 
cccunreci,  -.Ipo  the  causes  of  all  dt;aths  Deloiiging 
to  Brleihield  during  1956. 


Urader 

CAUSE  OF  FEATH.  1 yr. 

Syphilitic  ©iseases. 

Malignant  Neoplasm, Stomach. 

" Lung  and  Bronciius. 

" Breast. 

" U terns. 

Other  Neoplasms. 

Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  the 

nervous  system.  1 

Co  ronary  disc  a se  , Arig  in  a . 

Hype  rten  s ion  w ion  He  art  l>iseps£ 

HepKf  Disease. 

Other  circulatory  diseases. 
Influenza 

Pneumonia.  2 

Bronchitis. 

Other  disGcases  of  respiratory 
system. 

Nephritis  and  Nephj^'osis. 

Congenital  Malformations.  1 

Other  defined  and  ill- 
def  ined.  ca.us:e  s . 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents. 

All  other  accidents. 

Suicide. 


5“  15“i5n- 

15  25  65 
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Over 

65  TOTAL. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 
NE'^^  CASES M'D  MORTALITY  DURI1\[&  19E6 . 


AG-E  PEkiOD  UEW  CASES  DEATHS. 


Pu.lffion 

ary. 

Non- 

-Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary 
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2 2 Nil  Nil 


CASES  ON 

THE  RE&.:S' 

TER  1 

\T  T' 

HE  31  s 

t December, 

1956. 

On  the  re 

gister  at 

the 

end 

of  December,  1956 

, the  re 

3o  cases  of  Tubeiculosis 
as  follows 

(30 

Pulmonary 

and  8 Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

S-  15- 
15  25 

25- 

35 

35- 

45 

- 45- 
55 

55“  Over 
65  65 

TOTAL 

Tuberculosis 

- 8 

7 

4 

5 

5 1 

30 

Non-Pulmonary 

Cervical  glands 

1 

- 

2 

- 

— _ 

3 

Testis 

1 

- 

- 

— 

1 

2 

Both  Legs. 

- 

-- 

1 

— — 

1 

Abdomen. 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— ^ 

1 

Hip. 

- 

1 

- 

— _ 

1 

3 8 

7 

7 

6 

6 

1 38 

As  all  these  cases  are  dealt  with  by  the  County 
Tuberculosis  Officer,  we  have  no  direct  inf oriTiation  about  the 
number  of  ca.ses  receiving  allowances. 

VENEREAL  DISEASE. 

The  nearest  clinic  is  at  Burnley  and  any  ca.ses  discovered 
are  advised  to  atteno  this  Clinic. 

ILLEG-IT  IRATE  CHILDREN . 

There  are  no  special  workers  in  this  area,  but  the 
Burnley  and  District  house  of  Help  does  good  work  in  this 
direction. 

LAl'URATORY  WORK. 


This  work  is  carried  out  at  the  Pathological  Laboratory, 
Salus  Street,  Burnley,  as  and  when  necessary. 


The  Lr.ncashij-e  County  Council  provides  and  maintains 
the  following 

AISULAMCS  SERVICE. 

The  Urban  District  is  serviced  by  ainbulcunces  from  the 
Divisional  Ujnbulance  Station  at  Reedley  and  both  ambulance 
and  sitting  on.sv  cars  are  available. 

CHILD  I'lTULFARE  SERVICE . 

The  Infant  Welfare  Centre  for  the  Urban  District  is 
held  weekly  under  the  supervision  of  Nurse  Bush,  S.R.N., 
S.C.M. ,K.V. 

MIDWIFE RY  SS Rv I CE „ 

There  is  one  District  Midwife  assigned  to  Brierfield 
who  resides  within  the  District. 


SU^aMARY  of  VITAL  STATISTICS . 


Per  loco  Estimated  Pcpulat ion. 
Criioe  Live  Crude  Death 
Bij'th  Rato.  Rate. 


Mean  of  5 years  j 9ol  ~ 55  13*8 

Year  1953  14.5 

Year  1956  _ 12.8 

Increase  or  dec'^oase  in  1956 
on  5 years  avjrr^e  1951‘-35  -l.C 

Previous  year  -1.7 


15.2 
16. 4 
16. 4 

fl.2 

Nil 


MATERNAL  MCRTALITY  Ri\TE. DEATH  RiVTE 


per  Toco  Per  lOOC  of  Infants 

Live  Births.  Live  and  under  1 yi* 

Stillbirths  per  lOOO 

Live  Births 

Mean  of  5 years  1951*"55  ~ - 19.0- 

Year  1955  ~ - 10. 0. 

Year  1956  ~ - 5I.0 

Increase  or  decrease  in  1956 

on  5 years  average  1951~55  ~ - +32.0 

Previous  Year  ~ - f41.0 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASE  (OTHER  THiU^  TUBERCULOSIS) 
DURING  THE  YEAR. 


DISEASE. 


Measles 
V/ho  oping 
Cough 
Ac. Prim. 

Pneumonia 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Dysentery 

Meningoccal 

Infection 


TOTAL  UNDER  X-  3-  5-  IC- 
CASES  1 yr.  3 5 lo  15 

15  2237- 

8 1-111 

7 - - 3 3 1 

8 2-14- 


15-  25-  65cc  Total  Dearths 

25  65  Ovr.  cases  in  Hosp 

Rem’d  of  pers 
to  Hos  belong 
pita.l  ing  to 
Dist. 

- 31- 

- - - 1 

- 1 - - 

1-1 


40 


528  15  2251 


2 
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SAN ITARY  ADMIN ISTRAT ION . 


5RIERNIELD  URB/^J  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Sanitary,  Cloansing  rnci  Sevjage  Comraittoe Chaimnn, Councillor 
Birtwhistlo,  VicG-Cliairman,  Councillor  Clegg,  Councillors 
Atkinson,  G-roonwood,  Jolmson,  Kinder,  Lindow,  Parker,  Taylor, 
Tv/ist,  William:. s arid  V'oodcock. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OPE ITERS, 

Medical  0 f'ficcr  oT  Health . 
Qualif  ic  at  ions ; - 
Duties : - 

Public  Health  Insiocc ter . 
Cualif  icat  ions : - 

Duties 


Dr.  A.  Barlow. 

M.B . , Ch.B . 

Part  time.  Practitioner  and 
Treasury  Medical  Officer. 

B.  Duerden,M. R. S. I. ,M.A.?.H. I. 
(Resigned  20th  Doceraber,  1956) 
Certificate  R.  S.I.  and  S.I.E.J.B. 
Certificate  R.S.I.  for  Inspectors  of 
Meat  and  other  Foods. 

Certificate  R.S.I.  Smoke  Inspector. 
All  normaji  Public  Health  Inspector’s 
duties. 


V/ATER  SUPPLIES.  3rte\n"leld  is  supplied  with  a constant  supply  of 

water  from  the  mains  of  Nelson  Corporation*,  and 
ohoT'o  were  no  new  sources  of  supply  during  the 
year.  The  water  is  of  good  qual’ity  and  in'  good 
supply j apart  from  a few  houses  in  the  Marsden 
Hc.yghts  area,  where  the  supply  is  intermittent 
and  a few  houses  in  various  streets  where 
p;.'ooably  the  Joint  service  pipes  are  too  small. 
All  dwellinghouses  within  tne"  district  except 
one,  are  supplied  direct  from  public  mriins.  The 
oxie  exception  which  is  sup  ^lieo  by  spring  water, 
If.  an  isolated  farm  dwelling  situated  a 
consid.erable  distance  from  the  nearest  public 
ma  in . 

During  the  year  the  Nelson  V/ater  Dept.,  did  a 
considerable  amount  of  work  in  the  re-serv icing 
of  terraced  property  where  the  existing  main  was 
inadequate;  ^1  premises  being  re-servicedt  from 
nevj  mains. 


Supplies  to  Houses.  The  number  of  houses  vsupplied  direct  from 

Hublic  Mains  is  2561. 

There  were  no  extensions  of  the  water  mains 
during  the  year. 


WATER  SAMPLING. 

( a ) Public  M a in . ^ui?.b  a r o f 

Rosul bs. 


Lacteriolo.g: 

L one  ! 

a small  3.  Cli  count 


, -logical  examination 

in  one  sample  baken  ciuring 


wa  s 


ptember 
obtained. 


(b)  Private  Supply,  jjo.  of  Bacteriological  examinations  8 

Results.  Five  samples  satisfactory  but  in  the 
other  samples  B.  Coli  counts  were 
obtained. 


SEWA&E  D ISPG Si'Uu . The  sewage  is  carried  by  gravity  feed  to  the 

Disposal  Works  at  the  lowest  part  of  the  District. 
Treatment  is  by  moans  of  screens,  detritus  tanks, 
s'^idimentat ion  tanks,  rotary  filuers  and  humus 
tanxs.  The  effluent  from  the  vrorks  is 
discharged  into  Pendle  Water. 
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DRAINAG-E  etc.  Number  of  drainn  inepeoted  during  the  year  I48 
CLOSET  ACCOHMODATICN. 


Number  of  P r Ivy  Li :■  .d de n s . 


N 11. 


Number  of  Pall  Closets.  There  are  7 at  isolated  dwellings. 

These  are  emptied  weekly  by  Counoll 
employees. 


Number  of  Freeh  Water  Closets.  1467. 


Number  of  VU 

?.stp  later  Closets. 

133c. 

Conversions 

du''^ing  the  year. 

No.  of  pail  closers  to  fresh  water  closets.  Nil. 
No.  of  waste  water  closets  to  fresh  water  closets.  38 
No.  of  houses  on  water  carriaso  s^^stcm  2557 


CHIEF  SANITARY 


REPhIBELSNT  Of'  TH 


DISTRICT.  The 
waste 


conversion  of 
water  closets. 


PUBLIC  CLE/iNSING-.  This  was  carried  out  by  direct  labour  with  a 

three  ton  "Thames"  Refuse  vehicle.  Domestic 
Refuse  and  refuse  from  shops,  mills  etc.,  was 
collected  weekly  free  of  charge  and  disposed 
of  by  controlled  tipping  on  the  Council’’ s tip. 

Number  of  moveable  eishbins . 2 8 3I . 


Salvage  Work.  The  collection  of  salvage  has  been  maintained  and 
tne  following  amounts  of  materials  were  salvaged 
duriiig  the  year. 


We ights. 

Materials 

Amount 

realised. 

T.  c.  q. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

124.  16.  2. 

Waste  Paper. 

1025. 

1. 

9. 

1.  16,  2. 

Rags. 

38. 

16. 

11. 

5.  13.  3. 

Scrap  Metal. 

27. 

18. 

0. 

Total  132.  6.  3. 

Total 

£1091. 

16. 

8. 

For  comparison  purposes  the  statistics 
last  four  years  are  as  followvS 

relatin; 

f to 

the 

Year 

Weight  of  Salvage. 

Total  Revenue. 

1952 

134.  2.  0. 

P 

12  6?: 

lO . 

d. 

3. 

1953 

154.  18.  3. 

871. 

0. 

3. 

1954 

132.  2.  1. 

926. 

9. 

ic. 

1955 

152.  9.  3. 

1167. 

13. 

5. 

SAfJITARY  INSPECTIONS  DURING  1956  ( including  Housing) . 


No.  of  Complaints  received. 

No.  of  Promises  visited. 

No.  of  visits  made. 

No.  of  defects  or  nuisances  discovered, 
N.  of  defects  remedied. 

No.  of  Notices  served.  (Statutory) 

( Informal) 


178 

631 

917 

177 

126 

8 

126 


DISINFESTATION.  Five  dwellings  were  disinfested  during  the  year 

for  cockroach  infestation  ,and  two  dwellings  for 
ea.rwigs.  G-amimexane  smoke  generators  were  used 
^md  Vermicine  spray. 
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CAI.IPINC-  SITES  MD  MOVEABLE  DVifELLINGS. 


There  are  n-  caravane  or  sites  llcenoed  under  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951.  One  shop  was  re-liccnced  under  the 
Act,  the  preruis’es  being  maintained  in  a satisfactory 
condition. 


HOUSING. 

CONDITION.  The  majority  of  the  houses  are  terraced,  stone  built 
and  frora  30  to  70  years  old.  The  later  ti^-pcs  are 
brick  built  and  mainly  serai-detached.  Many  are 
owner/occupier  and  well  maintained.  There"  are  still 
vacant  houses  for  sale  within  the  district,  the 
major.1.ty  of  ovners  being  reluctant  to  re-let. 

BACK  TO  BACK  There  are  17  such  houses,  the  majority  being 
Houses,  extremely  well  raaintainec  and  in  good  conditionV 

NEW  BUILDINGS.  No  now  houses  were  erected  by  the  Local 
Authority  during  1956. 

Se’^on  new  houses  were  completed  during  the  year 
by  private  enterprise. 

Over-crowding.  No  new  cases  were  reported  during  the  year. 

INSPECT IC N Or  DWELLINGHOUSSS  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

(l)(a)  Total  number  of  dwell inghouses  Inspected  formally 
or  informally  for  housing  defects  under  the 
Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts. 

(b)  Number  of  inspections,  formal  or  informal,  made. 

(c)  Number  of  houses  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
fit  for  human  habitation,  but  capable  of  being 
rendered  fit. 

CLEARANCE  AHEAS.  Housing  Act,  1936 . 

Number  of  dwell inghouses  demolished  during  the  year  Nil 
Number  of  persons  displaced.  Nil. 

Houses  not  included  in  Clearance  Areas.  Housing  Act,  1936 . 

(I) {a)  Demolished  as  a result  ot  formal  or  informal 

procedure  (Section  11) 

(b)  Closed  in  pursuance  of  an  undert^tking  given  by 
owners  under  Section  11  and  still  in  force, 

(II)  Number  of  persons  displaced 

(III)  Parts  of  Buildings  closed  (Section  12) 

Number  of  persons  displaced. 

Repairs  during  the  year. 

(a)  Unfit  houses  rendered  fit  and  houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  during  the  period  as  a result  of 
informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  under  the  Housing 
or  Public  Health  Acts  06 
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Nil. 

Nil. 
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(b)  Public  Health  Act  - action  after  eervice  of  formal 
notice,  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied, 

( i)  3y  owners  9 

( ii)  3y  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil. 

(c)  Housing  Act,  193^  ~ action  after  service  of 
formal  notice  (Sections  9,10,11  and  16)  houses  made 
f it:- 

( i)  By  owners  2 

(ii)  3y  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


LI  ILK  SUPPLY. 

Number  of  distributors  registered  by  the  Local  Authority 
and  operating  from 

(a)  Dairies  in  the  district  5 

(b)  Premises  outside  the  district.  I3 

(c)  Shops  in  the  district  other  than  d.o.irifJs.  28 

Number  of  dealers  licences  (including  supplementary 
licences)  issued  by  the  Local  Authority  during  1986  in 
respect  of  "Tuberculin  Tested"  Milk  15 

Number  of  Licences  in  respect  Pasteurised  7 

of  "Heat  Treated  Milk",  Sterilised.  32 

MILK  SA-tlPLINO. 


Type  of  tost.  No.  of  Samples.  Results. 


Biological 

12 

All  satisfactory 

Methylene  Blue, 

12 

11  satisfactory 

and  1 unsatis- 

factory. 

The  Area  Milk 

Prodiuct  ion 

Officer  was  notifed  of 

the  one  unsatisfactory  sample. 


SLAUGHTERING-  FACILITIES.  There  are  no  public  or  private 
s laugh te rhou se” s in  operation  within  the  district. 


ICE  CREAM  SAMPLES. 


Four  ice  cream  samples  va^re  obtained  from  manufacturers 
and  retailors  within  the  district  during  the  year. 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  reported  that  all  four 
samples  v/ore  satisfactory 

FOOD  POISONING. 

There  were  no  cases  of  Food.  Poisoning  d.uring  the  year, 
UNSOUND  FOOD. 

The  following  items  of  unsound  food  were  concieranedL 
during  1958 

4 lbs.  Luncheon  Meat. 

lbs.  Cocked  Ham. 

6 lbs,  Comedt  Beef. 
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FOOD  PREMISES.  Number  of  Food  premises  by  type 

of 

business  in  the  district  at  the 

end  of  1956. 

Type  of  Business. 

No. 

of  Inspections. 

Premises  where  ice-cream  is 
manufactured  or  sold. 
Butchers  and  Meat  Products 

23 

45 

shops. 

13 

23 

Fried  Fish  and  Chip  Shops 

6 

2 

Bakehouses. 

13 

22 

G-reengrocers  and  wet  fish. 

6 

9 

G-rocers 

34 

21 

Inns. 

10 

4 

Other  premises  including  clubs 

canteens  and  snack  bars 

17 

22 

Premises  registered 

under  Section  16 

of  the 

Food  and  DimAgs  Act, 

1955  or  under  Loc 

al  Acts. 

Type  of  Business, 

No.  registered. 

No,  of  inspectionr 

of  registered 
premises  during 

the  year. 

Butchers  and  Meat  Products. 

9 

23 

Bakehouses. 

Premises  where  ice-crcam  is 

7 

22 

manufactured  or  sold. 

23 

45 

During  May,  1956?  f'lll  premises  in  the  district  where  sausages, 
preserved  and  cooked  meats,  and  ice  cream  were  manufactured, 
prepared,  stored  or  sold,  were  re-registered  under  Section  16 
of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955* 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948 . 


(1) 

On 

Register. 

Insptns. 

y/ritten 

Factories  in  v/hich  Section 
1,2,3»4>  6 are  to  be 

enforced  by  Local  Authority. 

4 

4 

Notices 

2 

(2) 

Factories  not  included  in 
(1)  in  which  Sec,  7 is 
enforced  by  Local  Authority. 

48 

46 

9 

52 

50 

11 

ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION . 


Number  of  Factory  chimneys  in  the  district.  5 

Observations  taken  during  the  year.  4 

Smoke  nuisances  discovered.  Nil. 

RODENT  CONTPDL. 

Two  treatments  of  the  Council’s  sewage  system  were  carried 
out  during  the  year,  228  man-holes  were  baited  and  76  showed 
pre-bait  takes  on  one  or  more  days.  In  addition  the  following 
infested  properties  were  treated  by  the  Rodent  Operative, 

Local  Authority  Property.  Dwell inghou so s.  Business  Premises- 
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